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After the publication o  the toovooluee  Cambridge History of the Romance 

Languages (Mti en, Seith tn  Le geoty 2011, 2013), the e itors htoe recaently 

publishe  tnother eonueenttl ooluee ohicah runs to ooer 1000 ptges caooering tll 

tspecats o  Roetncae linguisicas oith caontribuions  roe let ing experts. Roetncae 

linguisicas is t ricah tn  longvsttn ing iel  ohose etrliest scaholtrship goes btca  to the

19th caentury philologicatl tpprotcahes to the caoeptrtioe history o  the Roetncae 

ltngutges (e.g. Diez 1876, MeyervLub e 1900), tn  caonteeportry Roetncae 

linguisicas hts oitnesse  t grooth in the use o  Roetncae ltngutges  or theoreicatl 

resetrcah, ts seen in the tnnutl caon erencaes tn  procaee ings o  Going Romance tn  

Linguistc  ymposium of the Romance Languages. The e itors o  the Oxford Guide 

recaognize (p. liii) thtt the longeoity o  Roetncae linguisicas hts left behin  not t ltca  

o  scaholtrship or resetrcah trets but t nee   or caoherencae in putng tll the otrious 

strtn s o  resetrcah together in t stttevo vthevtrt ooluee, tn  this is extcatly hoo the 

Oxford Guide is  esigne  oith its irst too ptrts (‘The Mt ing o  the Roetncae 

Ltngutges’, ‘Typology tn  Cltssiication’)  etling oith soee trt iiontl  uesions 

regtr ing the caoeptrtioe history o  Roetncae ltngutges,  ollooe  by t ptrt 

(‘In ioi utl Strucaturtl Ooeroieos’) on in ioi utl Roetncae otrieies, tn  then t 

grteeticatl suroey (‘Coeptrtioe Ooeroieos’)  roe t ptnvRoetncae perspecaioe 

 ollooe  by seoertl ptrts ohicah  etl oith etcah grteeticatl  oetin in  ettil (‘Issues 

in Roetncae Phonology’, ‘Issues in Roetncae Morphology’, ‘Issues in Roetncae Synttx’,

‘Issues in Roetncae Synttx tn  Seetnicas’, ‘Issues in Roetncae Prtgeticas tn  

Discaourse’), tn  intlly t caollecaion o  cahtpters (‘Ctse Stu ies’) on soee ieporttnt 

eorphosynttcaica phenoeent in Roetncae. This is tn exhtusioe caooertge o  Roetncae

linguisicas  roe its beginnings to its eo ern tren s, tn  it goes oithout stying thtt 

the Oxford Guide is tn extreeely tebiious un ertt ing ohicah hts prooi e  us oith 

t  einiioe gui e to Roetncae linguisicas. 

The ooertll strucature tn   utlity o  in ioi utl cahtpters tre tlso ingenious. In the

irst too ptrts, Cltca son (‘Ltin ts t sourcae  or the Roetncae ltngutges’), rright 

(‘Ltin tn  Roetncae in the ee ieotl perio :  t socaiophilologicatl tpprotcah’) tn  

Frtn vJob tn  Selig (‘Etrly eoi encae tn  sourcaes’) prooi e  ettile  historicatl tcacaounts

ohicah tre eucah eore eo ern thtn caltssicas li e Elcaoca  (1975 [1960]) tn  Ptleer 

(1954) tn  eore oriente  tootr s the  oretion o  the Roetncae ltngutges thtn 

Cltca son tn  Horroca s (2007), tn  the caoeptrtioevhistoricatl tcacaounts by Vincaent (‘A

strucaturtl caoeptrison o  Ltin tn  Roetncae’), Rtett tn  Ricacat (‘Roetncae:  t 

typologicatl tpprotcah’), Bossong (‘Cltssiications’) tn  Goebl (‘Roetncae linguisica 

geogrtphy tn   itlecatoeetry’) tre tlso  tr eore  ettile  thtn short suroeys li e 



Mtncazt  (1991). The ltngutge ooeroieos tre exhtusioe ts tll Roetncae otrieies tre 

caooere , nteely Roetnitn, IstrovRoetnitn, MeglenovRoetnitn tn  Aroetnitn 

(Mti en), Dtletitn (Mti en), Friulitn (Benincat tn  Vtnelli), Lt in (Stloi), Roetnsh 

(An erson),  itlecats o  northern Ittly (Benincat, Ptrry tn  Pescatrini), Ittlitn, Tuscatn 

tn  Corsicatn (Le geoty),  itlecats o  caentrtl Ittly (Loporcatro tn  Ptcaitroni),  itlecats 

o  southern Ittly (Le geoty), Str initn (Menscahing tn  Reeberger), Frencah tn  

northern GtllovRoetncae (Seith), southern GtllovRoetncae (Olioieri tn  Stuzet), 

Frtncaoprooençtl (Kristol), Ctttltn (Alsint), Sptnish, AsturvLeonese, Ntotrrov

Artgonese, Ju teovSptnish (Tuten, Ptto tn  Scahotrzotl ), Gtlicaitn tn  Portuguese 

(Dubert tn  Gtloes) tn  Creoles (Bollee tn  Mturer), ohicah is eucah brot er tn  

 ettile  thtn the ltngutge suroeys in the caltssica Htrris tn  Vincaent (1988). The 

grteeticatl ooeroieo is tlso exhtusioe in thtt it caooers tll etjor trets o  Roetncae 

linguisicas  roe t theoreicatl perspecaioe oith cahtpters on Phonology (Scahei , 

Mtrottt), Morphology (Mti en, Rtiner, Forzt tn  Scatlise), Synttx (Giusi, Cruscahint 

tn  Le geoty), Seetnicas tn  Prtgeticas (Door in, Sohretn, Cruscahint), tn  

Socaiolinguisicas (Jones, Ptrry tn  rillites, Ktbtte , Pounttin) oith  urther eore inv

 epth tcacaounts o  etcah subviel , nteely Phonology (Mti en, Repet, Stepson, 

Finboo), Morphology (Mti en, Ctpelltro, Pescatrini), Synttx (Le geoty, Poletto tn  

Tortort, Roberts, Loporcatro), Synttx/seetnicas (Bentley, Poletto, Bentley tn  

Cicacaonte), Prtgeticas tn  Discaourse (Giurget tn  Reeberger, Le geoty tn  Seith, 

Ash oone)) tn  t caollecaion o  cahtpters on in ioi utl synttcaica topicas, nteely Ctse 

(Drtgoeirescau tn  Nicaolte), Gen er (Loporcatro), Tense tn  Aspecat (Berinetto tn  

S utrini), Moo  (uuer), Voicae (Cennteo), Coeplex Pre icattes (Sheehtn), ror  

Or er (Stloi), Cltustl caoepleeenttion (Le geoty) tn  Reltioe caltuses (Sttr ). The 

grteeticatl  escaripion o  Roetncae, there ore, is eucah eore extensioe,  ettile  

tn  upvtov tte thtn tny exising Roetncae etnutl, tn  the perspecaioe here is eore 

syncahronicatllyvoriente  thtn the  itcahronica tcacaounts in Mti en, Seith tn  Le geoty

(2011, 2013). All in tll, the Oxford Guide is tn exhtusioe ooluee on tll tspecats o  

Roetncae ltngutges tn  linguisicas tn  its scaope encaoeptsses eoery  tcaet o  

 itcahrony, socaiolinguisicas,  itlecatology, grteetr tn  linguisica theory. 

A byvpro ucat o  sucah t huge piecae o  oor  is thtt it is oery unli ely thtt tnyone 

ooul  ret  the Oxford Guide  roe caooer to caooer tn  it ety be eucah eore 

caonstrucaioe to use it selecaioely by cahoosing in ioi utl cahtpters tn  subvsecaions in 

setrcahing  or ohtt one otnts tn  nee s, tn   ortunttely the Oxford Guide is 

extreeely oellvorgtnise  oith tn eltbortte caontent eenu (p. xiivxxxix) ohicah et es 

it reltioely etsy to ntoigtte through. Hooeoer, gioen its tie in  ettiling tll tspecats o 

Roetncae linguisicas, tll caontribuions in the Oxford Guide tre necaesstrily short tn  

the caontributors  o not htoe sptcae to  o eucah eore thtn presening the eepiricatl 



 tcats tn  prooi ing t brie  tntlysis. Here the re erencaes becaoee carucaitl, sincae etcah 

cahtpter is oery oellvre erencae  to the lttest oor s in its respecaioe subiel  so the 

ret er catn (tn  shoul )  olloo up let s in or er to tcahieoe bret th tn   epth in his/

her topica(s) o  interest. Another caonse uencae o  htoing so etny short cahtpters is 

thtt tlthough tll caontribuions here tre oritten by let ing experts, gioen the sptcae 

caonstrtint there is not eucah origintl resetrcah here, sincae, ts eenione , there is 

sieply no rooe to express eucah else other thtn the etin  tcats. In this regtr , the 

Oxford Guide, ohile extreeely use ul  or stu ents tn  young resetrcahers o  Roetncae

linguisicas, ety not be o  eucah use to t otncae  resetrcahers in the iel  ts it  oes not

caonttin eucah neo or excaiing etteritl to the experiencae  ein , ohicah rein orcaes ey 

point thtt ret ers shoul  not trett the Oxford Guide, iepressioe tn   ettile  though

it is, ts t boo  o  soluions to resetrcah  uesions but t sttring point  or 

bibliogrtphicatl setrcahes tn   urther inoesigtion. Fintlly, gioen the etny theetica 

ptrtllels tn  ooerltp betoeen the cahtpters in the Oxford Guide, there caoul  be eoen 

eore caoherencae i  there oere yet eore re erencaes not only to caurrent litertture but 

tlso betoeen the cahtpters, sincae eore carossvcahtpter re erencaes catn gui e the ret er

 roe one secaion o  the ooluee to tnother theeticatlly, ohicah ety et e tn eoen 

eore effecaioe tn  caonstrucaioe ret .  

It is beyon  tny shre  o   oubt thtt Mti en tn  Le geoty htoe pro ucae  t 

seeintl etsterpiecae in the Oxford Guide ohicah hts signiicatntly enricahe  the iel  o  

Roetncae linguisicas tn  is t eustvret   or tll stu ents, resetrcahers tn  scaholtrs o  

Roetncae linguisicas oho catn beneit eucah eore  roe ret ing this stttevo vthevtrt 

ooluee tlone thtn synthesizing tll the  ioerse etnutls tn  htn boo s. 
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